
International Baccalaureate 
at Cordova High School
Diploma Programme (DP)
Career Programme (CP)



The IB Learner Profile

IB programs seek to “develop internationally minded 
people who, recognizing their common humanity and 
shared guardianship of the planet, help to create a 
better and more peaceful world.”

The attributes below illustrate just what an IB Learner is.

Inquirers
Knowledgeable
Thinkers
Communicators
Principled

Open-Minded
Caring
Risk-Takers
Balanced
Reflective
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IB Career-related 
Programme

‘‘Career Programme’’



How do you earn an IB 
Career-related Certificate?

CTE Pathway Completion
During your 11th and 12th 
grade years, complete two 
years of our new 
Medical/Patient Care CTE 
pathway
The IB DP Classes
During your 11th and 12th 
grade years, complete two IB 
DP classes

The IB CP Core
During your 11th and 12th grade 
years, fulfill the following 
requirements:
Personal & Professional Skills Course 
(2-year elective course). During this 
course you will also complete the 
following:
        Language Development
        Service Learning
        Reflective Project
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Personal & Professional 
Skills Course

1
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Personal and Professional Skills

This course helps you think deeply and critically about 
what you are learning in your CTE pathway, as well as 
develop the skills necessary to succeed in the workplace. 
In the PPS course, you will get support for completing all 
sections of the IB CP core - Service Learning, Language 
Development, and the Reflective Project.
This is a two-year course, worth 20 elective credits.
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Service Learning 
Portfolio
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Service Learning Portfolio

Performing and reflecting on community service gives 
students an opportunity to develop their knowledge, 
their personal skills, their social skills, and their civic 
awareness.

Where possible, service learning in the context of the 
student’s CTE pathway is ideal.

This is a 50 hour requirement, monitored and verified 
by your PPS teacher.

8



Language Development 
Portfolio
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Language Development Portfolio

The IBO recognizes the value of being able to 
navigate the world in more than one language. 
All CP candidates must complete a language 
development portfolio via enrollment in a 
second-language course or via individual study.

This is a 50 hour requirement, monitored and verified 
by your PPS teacher.

10



Reflective Project
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Reflective Project

The Reflective Project is the culmination of the IB CP. 
It requires you to identify and research an ethical 
dilemma in your CTE field, and to present it in either 
an essay or an essay accompanied by a creative 
presentation.

This requires a 3000 word essay OR a 1500-2000 
word essay plus a creative presentation. The 
Reflective Project is submitted to the IBO for scoring.
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“
But...why would I 
do all this extra 

work?
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The Benefits of the IB 
Career-related Programme

Pursuing the IB Career-related Certificate will give 
you:

◎ A deeper understanding of the medical/patient 
care CTE field.

◎ A deeper understanding of your strengths and 
weaknesses.

◎ Experiences and skills that stand out on resumes 
and college applications.

◎ Advantages in college/career - certifications, 
credit, priority registration, early graduation, etc. 
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https://docs.google.com/file/d/1lW_6cpJms6J3KutDGMxPoDRhHAhs9cw8/preview


IB Diploma Programme
‘‘Full Diploma’’



How do you earn an 
IB Diploma?

The IB DP Classes
During your 11th and 12th 
grade years, complete six IB 
DP classes from five to six 
different subject areas. Each 
course includes:

- Internal Assessment
- External Assessment 

(May exams)

The IB DP Core
During your 11th and 12th grade 
years, fulfill the following core 
requirements:

- Creativity, Activity and Service
- Theory of Knowledge (1-year 

elective course) *weighted 
grade*

- Extended Essay
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 IB Diploma Program 
Courses

1
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DP Courses 
Courses are offered at the Standard Level (SL) and Higher 
Level (HL).  At least 3 and not more than 4 subjects are taken 
at HL, while the remaining 2-3 are taken at SL. 

- Group 1: Language & Lit HL  
- Group 2: Spanish SL or French SL  
- Group 3: History of the Americas HL

  Global Politics HL
- Group 4: Bio HL, Chemistry SL, Enviro Systems & Soc SL
- Group 5: Math Applications & Approaches HL or SL,

 Math Analysis & Interpretations SL or HL
- Group 6: Visual Art SL or HL

HL courses can exempt you from classes in college and many are weighted
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College and IBDP Courses
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UC Credits: CSU Credits:

UC awards students who complete 
the IB diploma with a score of 30 
or above with 30 quarter (20 
semester) units toward their UC 
degree. Students who receive 
IBDP Certificate with scores of 5, 
6 or 7 on Higher Level exams 
receive 8 quarter (5.3 semester) 
units.

Scores of 5, 6, or 7 on 
Higher Level International 
Baccalaureate (IB) courses 
will be awarded credit. 

No credit is given for 
Standard Level IB courses.



Creativity, Activity, 
Service or ‘‘CAS’’ 
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Creativity, Activity, Service 

CAS enables you to demonstrate attributes of the IB 
Learner Profile in real and practical ways, and to grow as 
unique individuals. Over the span of 18 months, you 
have the opportunities to explore your interests and 
express your passions, personalities and perspectives 
through regular creativity, physical activity and 
community service. 
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Theory of Knowledge 
Course or “TOK” 
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Theory of Knowledge 

This course is about critical thinking and inquiring into 
the process of knowing, rather than about learning a 
specific body of knowledge. It provides an opportunity 
for you to become aware of your own perspectives and 
to formulate answers to the question “how do you 
know?” in a variety of contexts. This allows you to 
develop an enduring fascination with the richness of 
knowledge.

This is a one-year course, worth 10 elective credits and 
its weighted!
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Extended Essay 
or “The EE”
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Extended Essay* 

The EE provides a chance for you to explore a topic of 
your choice, within a course of study more 
thoroughly, through research and composition of an 
essay, maximum 4,000 words. 

This is a 3,500 - 4,000 word essay, monitored and 
supported by a mentor teacher.
*Advanced Research course might be offered starting 
2019-2020
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“
But...why would I 
do all this extra 

work?
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The Benefits of the IB Diploma 
Programme

Pursuing the IB Diploma will:
◎ Prepare students to be more successful in a university 

and beyond.
◎ Develop open-mindedness and the attitudes necessary to 

respect and evaluate different viewpoints.
◎ Build experiences and skills that stand out on resumes 

and college applications.
◎ Encourage students to be knowledgeable, inquiring, 

caring and compassionate.
◎ Develop a sense of responsibility to the world around you.
◎ Other university advantages like priority registration & 

graduating early. 28



 https://vimeo.com/267608336
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https://vimeo.com/267608336


IB Diploma Programme
‘‘IBDP Certificate’’



How do you earn an 
IBDP Certificate?

The IB DP Classes
During your 11th and 12th grade years, complete three IB 
DP classes from six different subject areas or TOK. Each 
course includes:

- Internal Assessment
- External Assessment (May exams)
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 IB Diploma Program 
Courses

1
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DP Courses 
Courses are offered at the Standard Level (SL) and Higher 
Level (HL).  

- Group 1: Language & Lit HL  
- Group 2: Spanish SL or French SL  
- Group 3: History of the Americas HL

  Global Politics HL
- Group 4: Bio HL, Chemistry SL, Enviro Systems & Soc SL
- Group 5: Math Applications & Approaches HL or SL,

 Math Analysis & Interpretations SL or HL
- Group 6: Visual Art SL or HL

HL courses can exempt you from classes in college and many are weighted. 
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Other courses included:  
- Theory of Knowledge (1 yr)
- Advanced Research* (1 yr)

*Pending a-g approval. 

DP Courses 
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Student Support
◎ Monthly cohort meetings during lunch
◎ Weekly texts through Remind
◎ Email communication with parents/guardians
◎ Email communication to students
◎ After school EE support with Librarian

zllanos@fcusd.org
astrawn@fcusd.org
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Testimonial from CHS alumni
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https://docs.google.com/file/d/1ZUBJQZOPR68MS9q_a5_CEC563zuuYr2K/preview


For the IB DP or CP!
Please contact Ms. Llanos 
or Ms. Strawn in Room B4 

or at 
zllanos@fcusd.org
astrawn@fcusd.org
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